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Dubai’s Transformation: From Desert to Metropolis
[bookmark: _GoBack]If people would had been asked about Dubai’s location 30 years ago, most wouldn’t know where the now metropolis was in the map. Nowadays, Dubai is one of the top travel destinations for enthusiastic tourists from all over the world, making it a cultural hub in the Middle East. The United Arab Emirates city grew exponentially: from being a small settlement in the middle of a desert, to a massive highly developed city. It rose and enhanced its economy, which was once built on fishing and pearl diving. Dubai transformed itself into a multicultural society, that continues with steady growth until today. 
Before Dubai became the city that is known today, the small settlement depended on fishing, pearl diving and trading. In 1966, this small village changed completely; Dubai discovered oil. Dubai’s urbanization started right after they exported the oil, near 1969. With the immense amount of money they earned, Dubai started growing into a modern and industrial city. Its leader started to shift Dubai’s economy from fishing to exporting oil. There was just one problematic aspect with their idea: oil, as all fossil fuels, is nonrenewable. Dubai’s economy would have to take one more turn before becoming the modern and cultural melting pot that it has become today.
Dubai’s economy would tend to tourism now, to avoid an eventual economic wreck. Daniel Stone states “Its leaders wisely knew in the early 2000s that oil wouldn’t last more than a few decades, so it invested in trying to build a more stable economy that would bring in money the old fashioned way, by building a city attractive enough to entice people to come, stay, and cash their paychecks.”(National Geographic,2014). The modern city would now work towards building landmarks, like Burj Khalifa, skyscrapers, man-made islands, and shopping centers. Dubai slowly started spreading out, creating a steady economy and attracting foreign workers “from places like India, Bangladesh, and Vietnam”, mentions Daniel Stone (National Geographic, 2014).
As Dubai’s economy grew, it slowly became a business phenomenon, increasing job opportunities and generating incomes among the population. “Furthermore, it has emerged as a worldwide business hub, helped in part by further tax incentives introduced in the wake of the recent global recession.” (Kim, So many places, 2014). Additionally, millions of immigrants have come to work in varied fields, lured by the economic opportunities. This increase in immigrant population, has also turned Dubai into a culturally dense society. 
Home to the world’s tallest building and the busiest passenger airport, Dubai has expanded immensely in less than 30 years. The city transformed itself, from being a small deserted settlement to a city recognized for its riches and wealth. “No longer a scrabble of fishing villages, today Dubai is home to countless modern marvels including the world’s tallest building (for now,) air-conditioned bus stops, supercars, massive golf courses (yes even in the middle of the desert!) and luxurious hotels.” (World or Bust, 2016). Dubai is a cultural melting pot, as a large concentration of its population is made up of foreign workers.  This immense urban city is a perfect example of overcoming obstacles and finding solutions for the betterment of society.
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